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An International Symposium
FOCUSING RESEARCH TO POLICY

Throughout the developing countries, people depend
on traditional healers and their knowledge of natural
medicines for primary health care. In the developed

countries, many commercial pharmaceuticals are
based on natural medicines derived

 from plants, fungi and animals.

Although there is extensive literature in the scientific
journals on many medicinal plants,

traditional healers are aware of
a wider range of useful biodiversity

 and its biological activity.

The unprecedented extinction rate of species
coupled with the continuing loss of traditional

knowledge through social, environmental, political
and economic disruption is a

serious threat to these natural medicines
and the future health of humanity.

Coordinated policies for conservation, regulation and
management, and rigorous research to enhance

 and sustain global medicines from
 natural sources are needed.

Strategies to effect fair and respectful intercultural
support and cooperation with traditional societies,

 as well as for the conservation and sustainable use
 of biodiversity are essential for the preservation

 of natural medicines and the sharing
 of benefits derived from them.

25-28 October 2003
Conference Centre

Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
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John Arnason, Ph.D., Medicinal Plants, University of Ottawa.
Valerie  Assinewe, Ph.D., Traditional Medicine, Consilium, Ottawa.

Paul Catling, Ph.D., Medicinal Plants, Agriculture Canada.
Peter Croal, Environmental Assessment,

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
P.T. Dang, Ph.D., Biodiversity, Tropical Conservancy (Chair).

Brian Davy, Ph.D., Biodiversity,
International Development Research Centre (IDRC).

Roberta Stout, Aboriginal Affairs, Environment Canada
Tamara Dionne Stout, Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat

(Canada) on the Convention on Biological Diversity.
Nina Edson. M.Sc., Biodiversity, Tropical Conservancy

(Program Coordinator).
John Lambert, Ph.D., Medicinal Plants, World Bank.

Danna Leaman, Ph.D., Medicinal Plant Specialist Group,
The World Conservation Union - IUCN.

Carole Lemay, Biodiversity Convention Office, Environment Canada.
Susan Murch, Ph.D., Medicinal Plants

Institute for Ethnobotany, Hawaii.
Ed Napke, M.D., D.P.H. Physicians and Scientists for a Healthy World.

Geoff Scudder, D. Phil., Zoology - Biodiversity,
University of British Columbia (Editor of Biodiversity).

Keith Wilde, Ph.D., Natural Resources Economist (Secretary).

STEERING COMMITTEE

C
oneflow

er by
C

histi B
elcourt

ADVISORY BOARD

Nina Edson - Email: edson@tc-biodiversity.org  OR
Roberta Stout  - Email: roberta-stout@tc-biodiversity.org

Tropical Conservancy
94 Four Seasons Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2E 7S1

Website http://www.tc-biodiversity.org

Steve Curtis, Canadian Program Director, NatureServe.
Peter Hall, Executive Director,

Biodiversity Knowledge and Innovation Network
 Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.

John Herity, Director, Biodiversity Convention Office
Environment Canada.

Robert McFetridge, Indigenous Issues,
Biodiversity Convention Office, Environment Canada.

Maurice Strong, Biodiversity Honorary Editor,
U.N. Under-Secretary-General,

Secretary-General - 1992 World Summit, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Philip Waddington, Director-General,

Natural Health Products Directorate, Health Canada.

Cinchona pubescens Vahl.- Al-
kaloids from species of Cinchona
(Quinine) have been the most ef-
fective drug against malaria.
Quinine was discovered thanks
to Ind igenous knowledge.

The Symposium is an initiative of
Tropical Conservancy

A Registered Charity [Canada]  (Charity No. 89518 7763 RR0001), Publisher of Biodiversity
Biodiversity, a quarterly journal, is indexed by Biosis, Cambridge Scientific Abstracts, Environment

Abstracts, and Zoological Record, and is distributed worldwide to over 180 countries, with

Maurice F. Strong, Honorary Editor
U.N. Under-Secretary-General,  Secretary-General of the 1992 World Summit
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PURPOSE
To highlight the importance of

medicines from biological sources as
applied by traditional knowledge

The symposium will bring together national and international representatives
from academic and research institutions, pharmaceutical companies,
governments and Indigenous communities. Speakers will address issues
related to:

! The value and state of traditional knowledge about medicinal resources
and their applications;

! The demand for natural medicines and destructive pressure on their
sources;

! Conservation strategies to preserve biodiversity and ensure the
sustainable use of medicinal resources;

! Protection of the intellectual property rights of Indigenous Peoples and
local communities;

! Research needs and opportunities (the potential for enhancing the
application of traditional and empirical knowledge with focused
research);

! Quality standards and regulation of natural medicines;
! Canadian knowledge, natural resources and international experience;
! Canada’s potential contribution to enhancement of human health and

well-being through recognition, respect and application of traditional
knowledge.

POSTERS: Please submit poster title and a 300-word
abstract to Tropical Conservancy by 31 August 2003.

Opening Blessing:  BARRY SARAZIN, Algonquin Elder, Canada.

MEDICINAL BIODIVERSITY AND CONSERVATION

OCT 28. 2003: RESEARCH TO POLICY

 OCT 27, 2003: RESEARCH & COMMERCIALIZATION
OF MEDICINAL PLANTS

Chair: FRANÇOIS GASENGAYIRE, IDRC, Kenya.
BARBARA TIMMERMAN Medicinal phytomedicines of the Southern cone of South

America, US.
RACHEL MATA Medicinal natural products in Mexican phytomedicines, Mexico.
Pablo N. Solis Pharmacognosy research in Panama, Panama.
Jim Hudson Antivirals from tropical plants, Canada.
FRANÇOIS GASENGAYIRE Discussion.
Chair: Tim Johns, McGill University, Canada.
MYLES MANDER Commercial phytomedicines, South Africa.
Lon Ball International trade in organic botanicals, US.
FRANÇOIS GBEASSOR Developing a phytomedicine industry in Africa, Togo.
PHILIPPE RASOANAIVO Traditional Medicine Program Madagascar, Madagascar.
TIM JOHNS Discussion.

DINNER SPEAKER: DAVID MOLONEY, Vice President, CIDA, Canada.

Chair: ELIZABETH DICKSON, Canadian Institutes of Health Research
JOANA ROSARIO National Institutes of Health, US: Fostering research in

medicinal plants, US.
JOCK LANGFORD Environment Canada: Intellectual property  rights, Canada.
KELLY BANNISTER Conflicts between research eithics and IP guidelines,

University of Victoria, Canada.
JOHN HERITY Biodiversity Convention Office, Environment Canada:

Canadian biodiversity policy, Canada.
PHILIP WADDINGTON Natural Health Products Directorate, Canada: Regulation of

natural health products, Canada.
Discussion.

ROUND TABLE & RECOMMENDATIONS
Chair: ROHINTON MEDHORA, Vice President, Program and Partnership

International Development  Research Centre, IDRC, Canada.
Closing Blessing:   BARRY SARAZIN, Algonquin Elder, Canada.

Chair: NANCY TURNER, University of Victoria, Canada.
ROBIN MARLES Boreal Ethnobotany, Canada.
SONJA LAGOS WITTE Conservation of medicinal plants in Central America and the

Caribbean, Dominican Republic.
CATHERINE POTVIN Community use of plant resources in Panama, Canada.
HERWASONO SOEDJITO Community use and conservation of forest resources in

Indonesia, Indonesia.
ERNIE SMALL Canadian medicinal plant biodiversity: Priority issues, Canada.
NANCY TURNER Discussion.

RECEPTION AND POSTER: 19:00-21:00

Chairs: P.T. DANG, President, Tropical Conservancy
 JOHN THOR ARNASON, University of Ottawa

JEFFREY MCNEELY Loss of biological and cultural diversity, IUCN, Switzerland.
VALERIE ASSINEWE Traditional and modern scientific knowledge, Canada.
MAURICE STRONG Sustainable use of biodiversity, Canada.

OCT 25, 2003: REGISTRATION AND RECEPTION

PLENARY

Name (please print)

Address
   ;

City Province /State
   ;

Country Postal /Zip codes
   ;

Telephone E-Mail

Mail to Tropical Conservancy
94 Four Seasons Drive,

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2E 7S1
Telephone: 613-224-9518 -  Email: admin@tc-biodiversity.org

Website http://www.tc-biodiversity.org

BEFORE Sept. 31, 2003 : Regular: $CA 200.00; Students: $CA 75.00
AFTER Sept. 31, 2003: Regular: $CA 250.00; Students: $CA 125.00

" Yes, I plan to attend, please send me the second cir-
cular of  the symposium.
Yes, enclosed is my registration & payment."

"
Enclosed:

Personal check (within North America only)

" Money order or bank draft

" Credit card:  Visa;          Mastercard;

Credit Card Number

Expiry Date                                  Signature

Note: Please make check payable to Tropical Conservancy. Payment  by check or
by credit card should be sent in an envelope.

TO REGISTER ON LINE go to: www.tc-biodiversity.org/biosymposium.htm

! Survey the current knowledge of global medicinal resources and
their value to human health;

! Consolidate knowledge of medicinal resources and their
applications;

! Contribute to national and international efforts to use these
resources more effectively and sustainably;

! enhance conservation of natural medicinal resources and related
ecosystems;

! Address community, national and international interests in access
and benefit sharing  and intellectual property rights;

! Explore accessibility to health care products and practices and
evaluation of their effectiveness;

! Promote fair and equitable sharing of benefits with Indigenous
Peoples and local communities.

OBJECTIVES

PARTNERS / SPONSORS

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Canadian Institutes of  Health Research

Canadian International Development Agency
Canadian Museum of Nature

Centre for Traditional Knowledge
Consilium

Biodiversity Convention Office, Environment Canada
Health Canada

Institute for Ethnobotany, Hawaii
International Development Research Centre

NatureServe
Ontario Trillium Foundation

Physicians and Scientists for a Healthy World
University of  Ottawa

The World Bank
The World Conservation Union IUCN

PARTNERS / SPONSORS
The Symposium is planned, organized and supported with the assistance of

government agencies, universities, NGOs and multinational institutions, including:
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ProgramProgram
To highlight the importance of

medicines from biological sources as
applied by traditional knowledge

Catharanthus roseus L.,
Madagascar Periwinkle,
a common garden plant,
with effective anticancer-
ous alkaloids.


