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Policy of Respect
To engender and foster respect for all living species,
this journal capitalizes the common names of all
formally named species.
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Plants of the genus Rafflesia are parasitic. All 16 described Rafflesia species occur in Southeast
Asia. Rafflesia arnoldii illustrated here has flowers of up to 1m in diameter. The flower is the
only visible part of the plant whereas the rest of the plant consisting of slender filaments for
nutrient absorption is entirely within the tissues of the vine Tetrastigma.  The flowers smell like
carrion and are pollinated by carrion breeding insects such as the Blowfly Hypopygiopsis
fumipennis also illustrated here (Please see Kevan and Vianna page 3 for general pollination
information).


