As with other vultures occurring in Asia and elsewhere, the White-backed Vulture, Gyps bengalensis
(illustrated above), feeds on animal carcasses and thus contributes to the overall health of the environ-
ment. Without the vultures, carcasses will stay in the environment for a long time and thus will be a
major health hazard to humans or to other animals. Asian vultures, especially the three species of
Gyps, are greatly endangered today because of their sensitivity to diclofenac, used very commonly in
Veterinary Medicine in Asia to treat inflammation and other ailments in livestock. The carcass of one
treated animal contains enough of the chemical to cause multiple vulture deaths (see story on page 3).
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