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The article in this issue “Biodiversity and ecotourism: Impacts of habitat disturbance on
an endangered bird species in Madagascar” serves as a reminder that habitat loss, habi-
tat fragmentation, habitat degradation and habitat disturbance still constitute the main
threats to biodiversity conservation throughout the world. There are now very few intact
landscapes left on earth. The few that remain in the north of the northern hemisphere in
the Old and the New World are under ever increasing threats from industrial develop-
ment and resource extraction. It is in these still intact landscapes that biodiversity con-
servation planners need to be proactive in the development of scientifically sound com-
prehensive Conservation Area Designs (CADs), that not only consider the areas that need
protection, but also the compatible activities in the intervening matrix.

Alien and invasive species are the ever increasing secondary threat to biodiversity. How-
ever, to date, there is a general lack of data on the tempo and mode of biological inva-
sions across most taxa. The article we include herein “Introduced Willows can become
invasive pests - Australia” thus contributes to this void. It is a reminder that there is still
too little attention given to aliens and invasives by regulatory agencies, and those pro-
moting free trade activities.

Finally, Peter Kevan’s contribution “The Global decline of pollination services” draws
attention to what Gretchen Daily in her 1997 book Nature’s Services: Societal Depen-
dence on Natural Ecosystems calls “The Impending Pollination Crisis”. Pollination is
one of the many ecosystem services, the conditions and processes through which natural
ecosystems, and the species that make them up, sustain and fulfil human life. It is sober-
ing to realize that the total value of ecosystem services and natural capital have been
estimated to average some $33.3 trillion annually! Yet they are frequently forgotten.
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